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MEMBERSHIP RULES 
 

1. Membership Categories 
 

(a) LIFE MEMBER – an existing member that has been awarded the rights and privileges of 
life membership of the Club due to distinguished service. The Sydney Dressage Inc. 
Committee (“the Committee”) shall be responsible for determining whether a member 
has given distinguished service. 

For committee members to be considered for life membership they need to have served 
at least four years on the committee. 

Upon nominating a member for life membership, the Committee shall propose the 
nomination to the members at an Annual General Meeting or special general meeting.  
This is done by way of special resolution. 

A prospective nominee must accept or refuse the Committee’s nomination in writing. 

Once life membership is conferred on a member they are entitled to life membership 
with the Club free of charge. However, they must still pay entry fees if they wish to 
compete in the Club’s dressage competitions and other activities. 

(b) INDIVIDUAL MEMBER – a registered financial member who is 18 years of age or 
over. 

(c) FAMILY MEMBERSHIP – membership for up to 4 related persons (1 or 2 
parent/guardian adult members over 18 years and 1 or 2 child members under 18 years 
of age. Members under 18 years of age are not recognized as an adult by law and 
therefore have no legal capacity to enter into contracts. For this reason members under 
the age of 18 years must be attached to a primary member (who is over the age of 18 
years) in a FAMILY MEMBERSHIP. 

(d) COMMERCIAL ENTERPRISE MEMBERSHIP – this membership can be either for a 
Stud or a Riding School to include two extra riders. 

The yearly membership fees can be found by clicking on the Club’s website and going to 
NOMINATE. The Committee reserves the right to review and amend these fees at any time.  
Members will be notified of changes to member’s rules and fees. 
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2. Application For Membership 
 

THE PROCESS 
 

(a) A prospective member completes the on-line membership form. 

(b) Prospective members will be required to agree to abide by the membership rules of the 
Committee and the Club’s Constitution. 

(c) Prospective members will be required to acknowledge that the Committee has power 
under the Constitution to cancel memberships and to refuse membership. 

(d) A prospective member pays the membership fee. 

(e) The Committee will then either accept or reject an application. If the application is 
accepted the applicant will become a Member. If the application is rejected the 
Treasurer shall refund the membership fee to the applicant and notify the applicant of 
the rejection. 

(f) An appeal may be made to the Committee in writing (sydneydressagesec@gmail.com) 
should the applicant disagree with the ruling on the grounds of: 

i. Natural justice; or 

ii. The applicant feels that the reasons given by the Committee were manifestly 
unfair and unjust. 

 

3. Rights and Privileges of Membership. 
 

DISCOUNTS 
Club members are entitled to discounted entry fees for club activities. 
In relation to competition entry fees the member discount is applied to a dressage test where 
either the rider or the owner is a current financial member of the club. The member’s 
discount will only be applied once for each dressage test entered, i.e. the rider and owner 
cannot claim two discounts for one dressage test. 

The member who pays the entry fee will be the member entitled to the receipt and the 
refund, should one be sought. 
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PARTICIPATION IN ANNUAL AWARDS 

All members are automatically included in the running for any of the Club’s Annual 
Awards. 

 

MEMBERS’ VOTING RIGHTS AND RIGHT TO HAVE A SAY 

A member 18 years and over has the right to make representations to the Committee on any 
issue concerning Club business and to vote on matters arising at general meetings and the 
annual general meeting.  If members are interested in bringing any issues to the 
Committee’s attention, please contact the Secretary via email: sydneydressagesec@gmail.com 

 

ACCESS TO THE MEMBERSHIP REGISTER 

A member who is 18 years and over, has the right to inspect the Members’ Register. 
However, prior notice must be given in writing to the Secretary at least two weeks before the 
viewing date. Should a copy of material on that Register be requested (confidential 
information excluded) a payment of a fee (charged at $1.00 per page) will be required. 

  

4. Member Obligations 
 

(a) As a member you have entered into a contract with the Club’s constitution as a result of 
completing the online membership form and paying the membership fee. Therefore, as 
a member you are bound by the Constitution and these Rules. 

(b) Sydney Dressage Incorporated is an affiliated club with Equestrian Australia and its 
NSW branch Equestrian NSW (collectively called ‘Equestrian Sporting Bodies’). 
Therefore, you are also bound by the regulations, rules and policies of the Equestrian 
Sporting Bodies, www.equestrian.org.au. 

(c) In the event of a dispute between yourself and the Club or between yourself and another 
member/s of the Club, you are required to participate in the Club’s Dispute Resolution 
Process, outlined in the Constitution. For further details please contact the Secretary. 

(d) Membership entitlements are not transferable to any other person and are extinguished 
on cessation of membership. 
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(e) When you cease to be a Member, for whatever reason, you shall forfeit all rights and 
claims on the Club and its property (including intellectual property). All property in in 
your possession, belonging to the Club must be returned to the Public Officer or 
Secretary, within two working weeks from the date of your resignation. 

(f) With the exception of Life Members, to remain a member of the Club all members must 
renew their membership on or after 1 January of the new membership period, using the 
same online registration process outlined in clause 2 of these rules. 

(g) A Member who has paid all arrears of fees payable to the Club may resign or withdraw 
from membership of the Club by giving one month’s notice in writing to the Club. No 
remaining membership fee will be refunded. 

(h) The penalty for breach of clauses 4(a) and 4(b) is discontinuation of membership. The 
Committee has power to discontinue a membership or re-instate a membership. 

The Committee shall give the member an opportunity to explain or disprove the 
breach/es. Where the member fails in the Committee’s view to adequately disprove the 
breach, the Committee will give the member written notice that their membership is 
discontinued. 

(i) A member whose membership has been discontinued for breach/es of Clauses 4(a) and 
4(b) can re-apply in writing to the Committee giving reasons why their membership 
should be re-instated. 

 

5. Member Status 
 

(a) A person ceases to be a member of the Club if they: 

I. Die; or 
II. Resign; or 

III. Are expelled from the Club; or 
IV. Do not within 3 months after the membership fee is due, renew membership by 

the online registration process described in clause 2. 
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6. Disciplinary Process 
 

Committee’s Obligations 
 

(a) A complaint may be made to the Committee by any person against a member on the 
grounds that the member allegedly: 

I. Refused or neglected to comply with provision/s of the Constitution and these 
Rules made by the Committee; OR 

II. Wilfully acted in a manner prejudicial to the interests of the Club. 

(b) The Committee may refuse to deal with a complaint if they consider it to be trivial or 
vexatious in nature. 

(c) If the Committee decides to deal with the complaint the Committee must serve the 
notice of complaint on the member concerned within 14 days of the date of the 
complaint being made. 

(d) The member must have 14 days from the date the notice is served on them to prepare 
an oral or written reply to the complaint. 

(e) The Committee shall set a date for a conference (face to face or through a technological 
communication mode) with the member in order to hear the member’s reply. 

(f) At the conference the Committee hears the member’s submissions in reply and makes a 
determination as to whether to uphold or dismiss the complaint. 

(g) If the Committee upholds the complaint they can choose to suspend the member or 
discontinue their membership (‘the Determination’). 

(h) The Secretary, must within 7 days of the date of the Determination, sends a notice of 
determination to the member by email or letter. 

(i) The determination does not take effect until the member’s right of appeal period has 
expired (please see below) or if the member has exercised their right of appeal. 

(j) If the Committee dismisses the complaint, the Secretary shall notify the member of this 
determination by email or letter, within 7 days of it having been made. 
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APPEAL PROCESS 
 

(a) The member may appeal the determination within 7 days of the date of the Committee’s 
determination. 

(b) The member shall send a notice of appeal to the Secretary. The notice must include the 
ground/s of appeal on which the member relies on. The notice must be signed and dated 
by the member. 

(c) On receipt of a notice of appeal the Secretary shall forward it to the Committee. The 
President allocates a date for a general meeting and the Secretary sends out to members 
a notification of the date and purpose of the general meeting, in accordance with the 
Constitution. 

(d) At a general meeting the each party states their case (orally or in writing) in front of the 
members. 

(e) The members present at the general meeting then vote by secret ballot on whether the 
Committee’s determination should be confirmed or revoked. The vote will be 
determined by simple majority. There is no further appeal against the vote of the 
members. 

 

7. Discontinuation of Membership 
 

A Member who has paid all arrears of fees payable to the Club may resign or withdraw from 
membership of the Club by giving one month’s notice in writing to the Club. 

 

8. Member’s Liability 
 

The liability of a member to contribute towards payment of: 

(a) Debts and liabilities of the Club; or 

(b) Costs, charges and expenses of winding up the Club, is limited to the amount (if 
any) of unpaid membership fees owed to the Club. 


